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LITERATURE REVIEW…why do it?
	For the project: 
	To find evidence and to establish the need for your project.

	For yourself: 
	To continue the process of learning and research that will continue throughout your academic life.

	For the examiners:
	To establish your professional competence; 
To provide a theoretical framework, or a practical framework  
To justify a project.


Conducting a literature review is important because it shows what previous researchers have discovered. It is usually quite long and primarily depends upon how much research has previously been done in the area you are planning to investigate. If you are planning to explore a relatively new area, the literature review should cite similar areas of study or studies that lead up to the current research. Never say that your area is so new that no research exists. It is one of the key elements that proposal readers look at when deciding whether or not to approve a proposal.



Overall the literature review begins with broad context literature that shows where the research fits into the industry, discipline on environmental context. Then it narrows or spirals down to primary literature relevant to the problem itself. This stage also exposes knowledge deficiencies and justifies your research. At this stage you must exhibit a grasp of the significant literature and knowledge gaps which your research will address.
Keep the literature review short and show only major and significant references. Fifty pages of references are too much! 
The Literature Review must have:
· a beginning - broad scope 
· a middle - details 
· an end - conclusion 
Use a check list containing when proof reading is done by you and by others: 
· focus - is it clear? 
· goals 
· perspective - is a new reader able to follow? 
· coverage - detail 
· organization - is it clear and logically presented?
The writing process may be structured. The list below shows one way this can be done.
· Make piles/lists of articles you have read - these will be your sub sections; 
· Draw a map or diagram of the relationship between all sub sections - this provides the logical flow; 
· Summarize main points arising from each sub section - these are headings within sub sections; 
· List the major points form each paper, go back and re-read the articles and note the main points. 
Basics:


Show that you have conducted significant research


15 or more sources


Be subject specific 


Logically organize the material


Use Times New Roman size 12 font  throughout


Use APA style











Include: 


Title page 


Body


Reference page
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